
USIFI/NFI Efforts and Government Relations Accomplishments in 2016-17 

• Held Productive Joint DC Lobby Day 

USIFI and NFI members joined forces in Washington, DC, February 7-8, 2017, to discuss 

textile issues with Congress and key executive branch policymakers.  Lobby Day is an 

opportunity for USIFI & NFI members to nurture stronger working relationships with 

officials responsible for crafting, implementing, and administering policies that directly 

affect domestic manufacturers.  These matters include the Berry Amendment, a law 

requiring the Department of Defense to buy textiles and clothing made only with U.S. 

content and labor, the potential renegotiation of the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA), and many other issues in between. 

 

Eight companies participated in the 2017 event. In total, USIFI and NFI representatives 

Sara Beatty and Lloyd Wood organized individual or group meetings for Lobby Day 

attendees with 16 House and 10 Senate offices.  Member-level meetings are denoted 

with an *. 

 

SENATE OFFICE VISITS BY STATE  

1. Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) 

2. Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ) 

3. Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC) 

4. Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC) 

5. Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) * 

6. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) * 

7. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 

8. Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC) 

9. Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) 

10. Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA)  

   

HOUSE OFFICE VISITS BY STATE 

1. Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-NJ) 

2. Rep. Ted Budd (R-NC) * 

3. Rep. G.K. Butterfield (D-NC) 

4. Rep. Virginia Foxx (R-NC) 

5. Rep. George Holding (R-NC) * 

6. Rep. Patrick McHenry (R-NC) 

7. Rep. Mark Meadows (R-NC) * 

8. Rep. Mark Walker (R-NC) * 

9. Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-PA) 

10. Rep. Tom Marino (R-PA) * 



11. Rep. David Cicilline (D-RI) 

12. Rep. Jim Langevin (D-RI) 

13. Rep. Jeff Duncan (R-SC) * 

14. Rep. Tom Rice (R-SC) 

15. Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC) * 

16. Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-VA) 

  

• Successful Government Procurement Lobbying Efforts 

o First established and continues to lead Berry Amendment Textile Coalition  

o Berry Coalition won 5 victories in FY 2017 NDAA 

• There was no increase to the simplified acquisition threshold (SAT).  To 

trigger the Berry Amendment, contracts must exceed the $150,000 SAT.  A 

higher SAT creates the danger of contracts being broken up to fall below the 

threshold.  Threshold increase language was removed from the bill by the House 

Armed Services Committee during mark up. 

• The Berry Amendment was exempted from changes to the procurement 

of commercial items. 

• A voucher program for athletic footwear was ended and clear steps were 

taken toward ensuring all athletic footwear purchased by DOD is Berry-

compliant. 

• Lowest Price Technically Acceptable (LPTA), also known as reverse 

auctions, are not appropriate contracting methods for DOD procurement of 

personal protective equipment where the level of quality needed or the failure 

of the item could result in combat casualties. 

• DOD and the State Department were directed to brief key congressional 

defense and foreign relations committees on efforts to make U.S. manufacturers 

aware of procurement opportunities related to equipping foreign security forces 

approved to purchase or receive equipment from U.S. manufacturers. 

o Coordinated response to DuraFiber closure including conducting an industry 

survey designed to avoid a DNAD (Domestic Non-Availability Determination) 

o Ongoing monitoring of the 2018 NDAA process to defend against any further 

attacks on Berry 

▪ There are problems with this year’s Senate bill, S. 1519. 

o Worked with the Commerce Dept. Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) to 

provide information and publicize their efforts to complete a study of “the 



health, competitiveness, and the contribution of the U.S. textile, apparel, and 

footwear industry to the U.S. economy.” 

o Supported creation and launch of the Advanced Functional Fabrics of America 

(AFFOA) as part of the National Network of Manufacturing Innovation 

 

• Outreach to Trump administration and Congress on Trade Agenda 

o Sara Beatty attended the last TTIP (U.S.-EU FTA) round in NYC in October 2016. 

o USIFI and NFI, as members of the Manufacturers for Trade Enforcement (MTE) 

coalition, were successful in convincing the Obama administration to reject 

China’s claims that it should be granted market economy status under U.S. trade 

remedy law. 

o USIFI and NFI jointly submitted public comments to the Trump administration 

regarding NAFTA Renegotiations. 

o USIFI and NFI jointly submitted public comments to the Trump administration 

regarding the U.S. Trade Deficit. 

o USIFI is represented on the Industry Trade Advisory Committee (ITAC) 13 for 

Textiles by USIFI Board Member Patti Bates with Glen Raven.  The ITACs advise 

the U.S. Secretary of Commerce and U.S. Trade Representative on trade policy.    

o USIFI submitted comments through the ITAC process on the shortcomings of the 

U.S.-South Korea Free Trade Agreement.  

o USIFI/NFI Washington representatives stay in frequent contact with the U.S. 

negotiating team (USTR and Commerce) and policymakers to closely track trade 

policy developments, keeping member companies informed and providing 

advice on the industry segment’s objectives.    

 

• Strong Engagement in Foreign Trade Zone Requests 

o Based on USIFI Member concerns, the FTZ Board placed a restriction on MTD 

Consumer Products’ FTZ production authority that precluded duty savings for 

textile grass catcher bags for lawn equipment entering U.S. commerce. (FTZ 

Board decision was issued 1/11/17).  

o Based on USIFI Member concerns, the FTZ Board placed a restriction on Airbus’ 

FTZ production authority that precluded duty savings for Pre-Preg NOMEX rigid 

flight accessory cases; textile pouches for storing equipment; twill tape; 

synthetic sewing yarn; water absorbent felt; synthetic braided cordage; synthetic 

emergency escape rope and retaining cords; synthetic fireproof gloves; finished 



aircraft curtain and class divider assemblies; and, life vests in aircraft entering 

U.S. commerce. (FTZ Board decision was issued 2/2/17). 

o There have been ongoing efforts since 2014 to oppose FTZ tariff savings applied 

for by Coleman Co for imports of nylon and polyester fabrics used to produce 

personal flotation devices.  USIFI and member companies have engaged in three 

separate public comment periods on the case to date and participated in a Feb 

2016 hearing before the FTZ Board in Washington, DC. The FTZ Board staff 

recently issued a preliminary recommendation not to approve Coleman’s 

application, and USIFI and NFI continue to press the FTZ Board to reach a final 

decision fully rejecting this application.  

 

• Active Participant in Miscellaneous Tariff Bill Process 

o Informed membership of key deadlines for submitting petitions for duty 

reductions or suspensions on manufacturing inputs like rayon and acrylic fibers 

not available in the United States. 

o Informed membership of key deadlines and points of contact in the Commerce 

Department and International Trade Commission throughout the petition vetting 

process to identify and object to petitions covering products made domestically 

by USIFI and NFI member companies.  

o Submitted letters of public opposition to 19 petitions that covered products 

made by USIFI and NFI members. 

o Strongly argued against all petitions covering textile end items like tents and pet 

leashes that undergo no further processing in the United States and therefor 

provide not benefit to domestic manufacturing. 

 

• Communications 

USIFI and NFI Representatives Lloyd Wood and Sara Beatty: 

o Produced the DC Reporter Newsletter and Action Alerts on breaking issues 

o Made Presentations at Expo and Outlook on the Divisions’ efforts regarding 

trade and procurement policy 

o Prepared a detailed set of policy recommendations for the Trump administration 

o Conducted a conference call to prepare attendees for Lobby Day  

o Conduced webinars on Berry and Trade 



o Published an article on USIFI/NFI government affairs activities in the April 2017 

Specialty Fabrics Review Magazine 

o Have an article pending publication in Advanced Textiles Source on the NAFTA 

renegotiation effort 

o Serve on an ongoing basis as an informational resource to help members answer 

questions and solve individualized problems such as clarifying trade agreement 

rules of origin, government procurement statute, customs enforcement 

concerns, etc 


